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65th ABW Public Affairs

For one mom at Lajes, the
exent of her NASCAR interest
is her son’s interest in cars and
her husband’s interest in any-
thing that moves, she said.

Although she’s not a racing
fan, Gina Menden, 65th Mis-
sion Support Squadron, won’t
let that deter her from enjoy-
ing the all-expense VIP trip to
a NASCAR race.

Mrs. Menden was selected
as a USAFE winner in the 2008

Extreme Summer player wins NASCAR tripExtreme Summer player wins NASCAR tripExtreme Summer player wins NASCAR tripExtreme Summer player wins NASCAR tripExtreme Summer player wins NASCAR trip
Extreme Summer program.

More than 11,500 USAFE
community members partici-
pated in the 2008 Extreme Sum-
mer program.  Extreme Summer
is a points-for-participation pro-
gram geared towards getting
USAFE Airmen and their fami-
lies out and having fun during the
summer time frame. The pro-
gram featured more than
$150,000 worth of prizes pro-
vided by a myriad of corporate
sponsors.

Mrs. Menden said it was her
mother who encouraged her to
get involved in more Services

events this year while her hus-
band is deployed.  “It will be a
nice deployment return,” she
said. Her husband is due back
in just a couple weeks.

For a complete list of all
Extreme Summer ’08 prize
winners, and program spon-
sors, visit
www.extremesummer.com.

“Who knows, maybe I can
become a racing fan,” said
Mrs. Menden.

(Information courtesy of
HQ USAFE Services)

UCI: Lajes mission ready
By 1st Lt. George Tobias

65th ABW Public Affairs

It was a rainy Monday morning as Team
Lajes filed into the base theater to hear the re-
sults of the Unit Compliance Inspection here.

Despite the bad weather, Lajes Field wel-
comed the news that the 65th Air Base Wing
had passed the UCI with and overall rating of
Satisfactory.

The U.S. Air Forces in Europe Inspector
General team arrived here Sept. 6 and 7 and
inspected Lajes programs the entire week. Pro-
cesses, programs and paperwork were scruti-
nized and analyzed. Inspectors observed all
aspects of the mission here and reviewed thou-
sands of duty items. There was also an earth-
quake response exercise which showcased the
response and reaction of emergency respond-
ers and support agents, and the ability to evalu-
ate the response. The UCI is graded on a five
tier scale: outstanding, excellent, satisfactory,
marginal and unsatisfactory.

“It was evident to everyone in the Inspec-
tion team, just how much work went into this
inspection,” said Col. Robert Suminsby Jr.,
USAFE Inspector General. Despite the fact that
the standards of a UCI have not changed, it
has gotten a lot tougher in the last few years
due to PBD 720 cuts and AEF Deployments for
units to remain in compliance.

“There are a lot of positives to be taken out
of this result,” said Col. Paul Suarez, 65th ABW
commander. “Every squadron got at least a
rating of satisfactory or above while four out

Col. Paul Suarez, 65th
Air Base Wing commander
reminds Team Lajes of
the four essential mission
pillars (Photo by Tech.
Sgt. Rebecca Corey)

of nine received an ex-
cellent.”

During the out brief
members of the Lajes
team were recognized
with awards of excel-
lence: from the 65th
Civil Engineer Squad-
ron, Airman First Class
Patrick Roers and Ms.
Sandra Mota; from the
65th Communications
Squadron, Mr. Avelino
Ormonde; from the 65th
Contracting Squadron,
Ms. Lucia Rodrigues;
from the 65th Mission
Support Squadron, Se-
nior Airman Byran Petry,
Staff Sgts. Richard Badu
and Latoya Ewing, Tech.
Sgt. Edward Daniels and
Mr. Isidro Nunes; from
65th Services Squadron,
Mr. Paulo Feliciano; from the 65th Medical
Group, Staff Sgt. Jeannette Rosario; and from 65th
Security Forces Squadron, Staff Sgt. Jacob Taylor.

As further evidence of the vast improvement
across the wing since the 2005 UCI, Colonel Suarez
pointed out, Lajes reduced the number of major
findings, which are reportable to Headquarters
USAFE, from 87 to 32. In addition, of the 15 major
areas rated, six of them improved by one to two
grades compared to the last inspection, “a testa-
ment to the excellent Airmen we have!”
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PERSPECTIVE

The Commander’s Line is
your link to me for suggestions,
kudos and as a way to work
problems or
issues
within the
65th Air
Base Wing
for which
you can’t
find another
solution.
Your chain
of com-
mand
should
always be your first option for
praise or problems — but when
that’s not the answer, call or e-
mail the Commander’s Line at
535-4240 or
actionline@lajes.af.mil.

Col. Paul Suarez
Commander, 65th Air Base Wing

535-4240
actionline@lajes.af.mil

   The 65th Air Base Wing Public
Affairs staff prepares all editorial
content in the Crossroads.
The Public Affairs Office (Unit 7710,
APO, AE 09720) is located in Bldg. T-
100, Room 240.
   Submissions can be e-mailed to
news@lajes.af.mil or faxed to 535-
6326 and are due the Thursday, a week
prior to the publication date.
   This funded Air Force newspaper
is an authorized weekly publication
for members of the U.S. military
services overseas.
   Contents of the Crossroads are not
necessarily the official views of, or
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the
Department of Defense or the
Department of the Air Force.
   All photographs are Air Force
photographs unless otherwise
indicated.
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Last week we wrote about how the Lajes
Referral Management Center and patient
liaisons will assist you with a specialty
appointment in our local TRICARE
network. However if for some reason the
local network cannot support you, the
RMC will schedule your appointment off
island using our Patient Travel program.

Our RMC and Patient Travel office
work hand-in-hand to facilitate your
referral healthcare.  The RMC schedules
your appointment, travel and lodging
arrangements.  The Patient Travel Office
works the authorization that allows travel.
The Patient Travel program is available
only to command-sponsored TRICARE
Prime Active Duty Members and their
dependants.   The patient travel clerk will
work through the process with you to
ensure all responsibilities are met.  That is
correct; patients have responsibilities

Health Benefits Awareness Month—Health Benefits Awareness Month—Health Benefits Awareness Month—Health Benefits Awareness Month—Health Benefits Awareness Month—
Using YUsing YUsing YUsing YUsing Your Patient Tour Patient Tour Patient Tour Patient Tour Patient Travel Benefitravel Benefitravel Benefitravel Benefitravel Benefit

Today is POW/MIA Day. Observances
of National POW/MIA Recognition Day are
held across the country on military installa-
tions, ships at sea, state capitols, schools
and veterans’ facilities. This observance is
one of six days throughout the year that
Congress has mandated the flying of the
National League of Families’ POW/MIA flag.
The others are Armed Forces Day, Memo-
rial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day and
Veterans Day.

(Courtesy of the 65th Medical Group)

Don’t let up now UCI is over
By Maj. Brad Coley

65th Logistics Readiness commander

A while back I wrote an article centered on the word tenacity.  I wrote, “… in order
to meet the Air Force’s priorities; we all must demonstrate a fair amount of drive,
determination and tenacity.”  Now that our unit compliance inspection has come and
gone, I would like to take a moment to contemplate an underlining theme of tenacity.

Now, I know UCI are three letters people are tired of hearing, and I run the risk of
losing readers right off the bat.  However, I think it is good to strike while the iron is
hot.  Now is the time to address this topic.  We all should take a moment to focus on
not letting up.

It is somewhat natural for us to feel a sense of completion after we have overcome
a large challenge or test.  Many of us have seized the opportunity to take a well
deserved break after a final exam in school or after completing a physical challenge
like running a 10K race.  That break might be appropriate for some of life’s chal-
lenges, but it isn’t for an event like a UCI.  The reason why it isn’t is pretty simple; we
worked too hard to get our sections or programs in line with our rules and regula-
tions.  We worked hard to make sure our file plans were in order.  We worked hard to
make sure we accomplished our jobs in accordance with the tech order every time.  We
worked hard to make sure our programs could withstand the critical eye of an
inspector.  If we let up now, we are doing ourselves and those who follow our footsteps
an injustice.

To read this story in its entirety, visit www.lajes.af.mil

when using this program.
Our RMC and patient travel office

will do everything in its power to meet
your needs but there are limiting factors.
First, we are governed by regulations
and instructions so we always have to
comply with those requirements.
Second, we have little control over the
appointment dates.  We schedule based
on availability.  Third, we cannot
manipulate flight itineraries to allow
patients to stay extra time in a location.
Our goal is to get you there, get you seen
and bring you home in as short a time as
possible causing the least disturbance to
your families and work centers.

To read the rest of this article, visit
www.lajes.af.mil.
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NEWS

By 1st Lt. George Tobias
65th ABW Public Affairs

 An Airman and a noncommissioned
officer were sentenced during two courts-
martial here Sept. 6 and 8.

 Senior Airman Elias Lopez pled not
guilty to the charge of illegal drug use.

“United States vs. SrA Elias Lopez is a
typical example of the urinalysis program
at work,” said Capt. Keira Poellet, 65th
Air Base Wing Legal Office and Trial
Counsel for the court-martial.

“[Airman Elias’] sample came back
positive for cocaine from a random test,
but no witnesses came forward to admit
they saw him use cocaine,” said Captain
Poellet. “That is why the Air Force needs
the urinalysis program, to detect those
using illegal drugs when there is no one
willing to report it.

Two charged in separate courts-martial

This weekThis weekThis weekThis weekThis week
in photosin photosin photosin photosin photos

Wing Leadership wait in anticipation in the base theater Monday at
the UCI Outbrief for the rating.  Lajes earned an overall Satisfactory.
Four units earned an excellent. They were: 65th Logisitcs Readness
Squadron, 65th Security Forces Squadron, 65th Mission Support
Squadron and the 65th Operations Support Squadron along with
the Staff Judge Advocate and the Inspector Genral office. (Photo by
Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Corey)

Drum roll ...

That time again:
Flu season

Chief Master Sgt. Douglas McIntyre, 65th Air Base Wing
command chief, receives his flu mist Tuesday from Staff Sgt.
Grace Ruiz, 65th Medical Operations Squadron.  The staff is
administering the flu mist to active-duty personnel at this
time. (Photo by Guido Melo)

To read this story in its entirety, visit
www.lajes.af.mil

“The Air Force drug testing program
is in place to verify all Airmen are fit for
duty 24/7,” explained Captain Poellet.
“The program is a tool for commanders
to ensure the health and welfare of their
Airmen so that the mission is accom-
plished.  The primary purposes of the pro-
gram are to detect those who use illegal
substances and to provide a basis for ac-
tion upon a positive test result.”

The court members sentenced Airman
Lopez, after a trial by a panel of three
officers, to a reduction in rank to E-2,
three months confinement, three months
hard labor and two months restriction to
Lajes Field and his place of residence.

“Using illegal drugs is a gamble,” said
the captain, “you just never know when it
is going to be your turn to provide a
sample.”

The NCO in the subsequent special

court-martial, Tech. Sgt. Matthew
Rosenbaum pled guilty to the charges
under the Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice article 91, for willfully disobeying a
noncommissioned officer and article 128,
for assault consummated by a battery.

He requested to be tried by judge alone
and elected to not have court members.

The military judge sentenced him to
50 days confinement, hard labor without
confinement for one month, reduction to
E-5, and forfeitures of $1,000 a month
for 3 months.

During the inquiry, Sergeant
Rosenbaum admitted to violating a no
contact order at least eight times through
phone calls, e-mail communication,
Myspace.com, text messages and in per-
son.
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PLANNER

FFFFFinancial Planning Winancial Planning Winancial Planning Winancial Planning Winancial Planning Workshop for Deployingorkshop for Deployingorkshop for Deployingorkshop for Deployingorkshop for Deploying
Servicemembers and Families: Servicemembers and Families: Servicemembers and Families: Servicemembers and Families: Servicemembers and Families: 1 to 2 p.m. Monday at the
Airman and Family Readiness Center.

Car Buying Seminar:Car Buying Seminar:Car Buying Seminar:Car Buying Seminar:Car Buying Seminar: 9 to 10 a.m. Tuesday at the A&FRC.
RRRRResume Wesume Wesume Wesume Wesume Writing Seminar: riting Seminar: riting Seminar: riting Seminar: riting Seminar: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Sept. 24 at the A&FRC.

6-6-6-6-6-on-6 Dodgeball Ton-6 Dodgeball Ton-6 Dodgeball Ton-6 Dodgeball Ton-6 Dodgeball Tourourourourournament: nament: nament: nament: nament: Chace Fitness Center is hosting a dodgeball
tournament at 10 a.m. for ages 18 and older and then 1 p.m. for ages 12-17, Sept. 27.
Sign up at the fitness center by Sept. 26.
Home Buying Seminar: Home Buying Seminar: Home Buying Seminar: Home Buying Seminar: Home Buying Seminar: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sept. 29 at the A&FRC. For
details, call 535-4138.
TORC Reopen:TORC Reopen:TORC Reopen:TORC Reopen:TORC Reopen: The donut shop at the TORC is reopen for donuts and coffee. The
lounge is also open at 4 p.m.
Thrift Store: Thrift Store: Thrift Store: Thrift Store: Thrift Store: The Thrift Store is open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Wednes-
day, from 2 to 6 p.m. Thursday; and from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the first Saturday of each
month. The Thrift Store also has an Airman’s Attic area that has free uniforms (blues)
which have been donated for military personnel.
Health Benefits AHealth Benefits AHealth Benefits AHealth Benefits AHealth Benefits Awareness Meet & Greet: wareness Meet & Greet: wareness Meet & Greet: wareness Meet & Greet: wareness Meet & Greet: 2 to 5 p.m. Tuesday at the library.
TRICARE Service Center, Beneficiary Services, Patient Liaison, Patient Travel and
Referral Management representatives will be available to provide information and
answer any questions.  For details, call Lt. Preyer at 535-3017.
Organic MarkOrganic MarkOrganic MarkOrganic MarkOrganic Market Tet Tet Tet Tet Tour:our:our:our:our: The HAWC will lead an organic market tour at 9 a.m.
Sept. 27. Please meet at the commissary parking lot at 8:45 a.m. Remember to  bring
Euros  to make purchases. Sign up through the HAWC at 535-4292.

Chapel Schedule
Sunday

9 a.m. - Evangelical Service
10:30 a.m. - Catholic Mass
Noon - Praise Service

Thursday
5:30 p.m. - Catholic Choir Rehearsal
6 p.m. - Chancel Choir Rehearsals
for the Evangelical Service
6:30 p.m. - Body of Praise Rehears-
als for Praise Service

AWANA
     AWANA is a non-denominational

Bible-centered youth organization
for ages 3–18.   AWANA meets at 6
p.m. Tuesdays beginning Oct. 7.
For more information, call 535-4211
or 295-549-261.
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s E-mail classified ads to news@lajes.af.mil by 5 p.m. the Thursday prior to the week you need it

published. Notify the Crossroads when items have been sold. Lajes personnel may also post ads at
Lajesads.com. This site is not affiliated with the Crossroads or the Air Force.

Nanny Available: Most amazing nanny ever. We PCS’d back
to Lajes and waited until she was available. She worked for
us on our first tour here and has been with us for two years

on this assignment. Call Donna at 295-549-504.
For Sale: Little Tikes Endless Adventures Adjustable Mountain
Climber: Ages 2-8. Slide is adjustable with lower slope on one

side for smaller children. Rock climbing wall adjusts 4 ways.
$150. Step 2 Naturally Playful Wecome Home Playhouse.
$300. Can be viewed online at the respective Web sites

(Little Tikes and Step 2) Call 295-549-819.

Mark your calendar

Movie News
Movie News
Movie News
Movie News
Movie News

The community center will begin showing mov-

ies at 6 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m.

Saturdays and Sundays while the AAFES The-

ater is closed for renovation. The movies are free

of charge. Attendees may bring their own chairs

or use the ones provided. Refreshments will be

available for sale.

6 p.m. Friday - Wanted (Rated R)

2 p.m. Saturday - Get Smart (Rated PG-13)

6 p.m. Saturday - Wanted

2 p.m. Sunday - Get Smart

Street BullfightsSa tu rday
Sa tu rday
Sa tu rday
Sa tu rday
Sa tu rdayAmoreiras and São Sebastião

S u n d a yS u n d a yS u n d a yS u n d a yS u n d a y
Lajes and Refugo, Porto Judeu
M o n d a y
M o n d a y
M o n d a y
M o n d a y
M o n d a yBiscoitos

TTTTTu e s d a yu e s d a yu e s d a yu e s d a yu e s d a yPorto MartinsWWWWWe d n e s d a y
e d n e s d a y
e d n e s d a y
e d n e s d a y
e d n e s d a yPorto Martins and Biscoitos

T h u r s d a y
T h u r s d a y
T h u r s d a y
T h u r s d a y
T h u r s d a yPorto Martins and Biscoitos

Bullfights beginat 5:30 p.m.

Lawn Swing — Brand new, hardly used (maybe 4 times)
Cushions and awning kept inside.  Excellent condition. $180.

Call Bob at 295-549-504
1994 Toyota Surf (4 Runner) Right-hand drive. Automatic 4-

wheel drive. Brand new tires. Available Oct. 12.  $4,900.  Must
see—excellent condition.  Call Bob at 295-549-504.

Excellent nanny available:  If you are looking for a warm-hearted,
caring, and loving nanny, then look no further. Jennifer Meneses
speaks great English and is also great with kids. She’s willing to
work whenever and whatever time is needed. She also does

house cleaning.  If you’re interested, call SSgt Newsome at 295-
549-545 for a recommendation or Jennifer at 295-513-341.

Repair Road fromRepair Road fromRepair Road fromRepair Road fromRepair Road from
TTTTT-824 and T-824 and T-824 and T-824 and T-824 and T-825-825-825-825-825:
Road will be blocked
to traffic from Sept.
22-30 for repaving.
Alternate route for T-
800 (AAFES Ware-
house), T-815 (SFS) and to T-818
(HAZMAT Pharmacy) will be via the
Contractors Warehouse Road.   POC:
SSgt Jeremiah Celis at 535-3793.


